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ence with sometimes purely private matters and brought about Draconian verdicts against which there was no appeal.
Nicholas, steeped in the military tradition, liked to refer to his vast empire as his "command." Members of his military establishment, his aides-de-camp, and the generals who had distinguished themselves on the parade ground and whom he knew personally appeared to him eminently fitted for the highest offices of state. He put them in charge of the Holy Synod, the post office, the ministries of the interior, finance, and communications. A cavalry general, Prince Menshikov, for years controlled the navy. The same small circle of army officers with court connections was freely drawn upon to supersede the civilian authorities as special emissaries of the Crown. Disregard for the methods of government provided by law, the omnipotence of the police, its close identification with the emperor, and predominance of soldiers in the administration gave the era of Nicholas its peculiar character of a quasi-personal and quasi-military dictatorship of the tsar.